OE ee at ae a ae ee i ee 


1837 


HISTORICAL SKETCH 


OR URHE 


Baptist CE 


. 8 ee a 
« % aso eg 8b or A; i 
ESPECIALLY PREPARED FOR THE i 


CENTENNIAL 


JUNE 20-27, 1937 / 


MARKING 


_ ONE HUNDRED YEARS 


OF CHRISTIAN. SERVICE. - 


SEVENTH AND GEORGE STREETS 
ALTON, ILLINOIS, 


i 
i 
vt 
i 
! 
eal 
) 
| 
i 
. 
i 
| 
L 
| 
! 
i 
| 
: 
ta 
| 
1 
‘| 
Ht] 
| 
i 
t 
: 
t 
- 
I 
| 
| 


GREETINGS 
_ AND 
BEST WISHES FOR YOUR 
FUTURE SUCCESS. 
SPRIN GMAN LUMBER COMPANY 


cE 


-o—-e— 


Alton Printing: House 


GREETINGS 


A. F. BARTH 


You who love me, let me know it, 
Let your smiles and hand clasps show it, 
Be not meager in your giving, 
Kindness makes our lives worth living. 


Anonymous. 


Phone 1942 MORE PURE COAL PER TON 


ZEIGLER COAL 


Mississippi Valley Coal Co. 


R. G. Huskinson 


14 Faulstich Building, ALTON, ILLINOIS 


MAUL’'S 
BROWN ** SHOE STORE 


{Zils West Third) Street 


Phone 3285—J BUSTER BROWN 


CENTENNIAL GREETINGS 
By the Grace of God and in the spirit of Christian fellow- 
ship, we, the members of Union Baptist Church extend to our many 
friends and sister churches a cordial invitation to join us in this, our 


One Hundredth Anniversary, 


Organized in 1837, and in spite of the darkest period of Am- 
erican history, we emerged out of the conflict with shouts of victory 
and can proudly point to one hundred years of Christian Service. 


Union Baptist is th 
in the past, so in the fut 
love and tender care for 
know and give. 


e mother of negro churches in Alton. As 
ure, she shall continue to exercise that 
the souls of men that only a mother can 


Unto Him who once said, “I build my Church, and the 


gates of Hell shall not prevail against it,’’ we give honor and glory. 


To all who are strangers and have no Church home; to all 
who would enjoy a helpful hour of worship on Sunday and mid- 
week; to all who are weary and would find rest, who are not satis- 
fied and would live a higher life; to all who are willing to help us 
in heralding the coming of the Kingdom, and applying the truths 
of the gospel to the problems of life—Union Baptist, the mother 
Church, extends a very hearty welcome. 


REV. EDWARD LITTLE, Pastor. 


* JEWELERS IN ALTON SINCE 1852 
Diamonds, Clocks 
Watches Glassware 
Jewelry Chinaware 


LEATHER GOODS 


Prompt and Accurate Optical Repairs Expert Watch Repairing 


GOULDING’S 


Jewelers 111 West Third Street 
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Optometrist 


Congratulations to the UNION BAPTIST CHURCH on its Centen- 
nial, from Illinois oldest Men’s Clothing Stcre. In two 


years we shall join the rank of the hundred year old stores 


Louis J. Hartmann 


98 Years Style Leaders in Alton. 


ALTON’S CENTURY GROUP. 


The Union Baptist Church is the thirteenth organization in 
city to celebrate its one hundredth anniversary. The road over which 
the journey was made, was beset by many hardships, which its pre- 
decessors did not encounter. But, like them, it has endeavored to 
exert its inf.uenc to make Alton a better place in which to live. 


ROLL. 


Shurtleff College, 
First Methodist Church, 
Upper Alton Baptist Church, 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
First Baptist Church 
College Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Main Street Methodist Church, 
Unitarian Church, 
Franklin Lodge, A. F. A. M., 
Western Star Lodge, I. O. O. F., 
Alton Evening Telegraph, 
Union Baptist Church. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Alton Banking & Trust Co. 


Member of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. 
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THANKS. 


Members of the Union Baptist Church wish to express their 
thanks and appreciation to those, who by their co-operation and 
generous response, made it possible for us to publish thiss ketch and 
realize a sum for our Church. We also wish to thank Rev. George 
E. Stevens, pastor of the Central Baptist Church, in_St. Louis, for 
the facts furnished concerning the life of John Anderson. We wish 
especialy, to thank the Alton Evening Telegraph for their kindness 
in presenting all the cuts and photos that appear in this booklet. 


UNION BAPIST CHURCH, 
Harry B. Coates, Gen. Chairman 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE UNION BAPTIST CHURCH 


Shop and Save 


SEARS | 


Alton’s Largest and Most Complete 


Department Store 


Make Sears your Headquarters in Alton. 


Needs for every member of the family—your home— 


your car at SEARS. .Every day low prices. 


Sears, Roebuck & Company. 


Alton, Illinois 309 Piasa Street Phone 630 
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| Degenhardt ‘Pharmacy 


PROFESSIONAL PHARMACISTS 


Broadway at Piasa Alton, Illinois 


FORWARD. 


In preparing this Historical Sketch covering a period of one 
hundred years, | have endeavored, from the meager church records 
aveiable, and from information gathered from other sources, to 
present facts about the early history of our Church. There are some 
missing links in the chain of events, for which we have no authentic 
record, and for this reason they have been omitted. 


H. B. COATES, 


Gen. Chairman Centennial Com. 


With faith we face the future. 


ENJOY. 


A-B-C 


| 
BREAD AND ICE CREAM 
i 
| 


ALTON BAKING AND CATERING CO. 


Phone 123 Front and George Streets 


CONGRATULATIONS -TO 
UNION BAPTIST CHURCH 
FOR THEIR ONE HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY. 
C. J. JACOBY & CO. 


Duncan Fourdry and Machine Works. Ine. 


Manufacturers of 
Mining Cars, Car Wheels. Steel, Gray Iron and Alloy Castings and 
All Kinds of Mining Machinery. 


ALTON, ILLINOIS 


GREETINGS FROM 
HELLRUNG CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 


JAMES BARRETT 
_ SHEET METAL CONTRACTOR 


Roofing, Guttering, Spouting and all kinds of Repairing D 
Short Notice. Copper and Sheet Iron Wel, Comes ai 
and Metal Ceilings 


Telephone 1555-J 327-29 State Stret 


HISTORICAL SKETCH 
it - Of the Period from 1837 to 1859 


ONE HUNDRED years ago Lovejoy, a young minister of the 
gospel, and editor of the Alton Observer, Garrison, with his Libera- 
tor, Wendell Philiips and many other true champions opposed to 
slavery, were pleading the cause of the oppressed people. 


Alion was then a small town, having been incorporated by 


the Ninth General Assembly of lllinois in 1835. 


Being in a free State, many of the colored people who were 
free, came here in pursuit of happiness and the privilege to follow 
their relig’ous worsh’p without fear or interferene. There were about 
thirty or forty families who were free, and it was from this group 
that the African Baptist Church was organized in 1837. 


We have been unable to find any record of the exact date 
of the organization, which took place in a house on East Fourth 
street, in the twelve hundred block. At the organization, Rev. John 
Livingston acted as Moderator; John R. Anderson, a printer in the 
office of Elijah P. Lovejoy, was clerk. Cyrus Richardson, Edward 
White and William Calvin Johnstone were in the group that assem~- 
bled at its organization. They were assisted by Rev. Eben Rodgers, 
who was associated with the First Baptist Church, (white:) 


Rev. John Livingston was the first minister, in 1837. We 
have no record to show his length of service, nor that of the min- 
ssters who succeeded him to the year 1859: At frequent intervals 
during this period, the Church was assisted in carrying on its services 
by ministers from Shurtleff College. The Church continued to wor- 
ship in the house where it was organized until 1853, when Mr. Dan- 


iel D. Ryrie presented a lot on the northeast corner of Seventh and 
George Streets, where its first building was erected. Shortly after 
this event, the name of the church was changed from African Bap- 


tist Church to Union Baptist Church. 
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During this first period, members of the First Baptist Church 
(white), furnished most of ihe teachers in the Sunday School, and 
many of them continued to ass‘st as late as 1884. 


Attention is called here to an incident connected with one 
of the organizers of the church, William Caivin Johnstone, who was 
a native of Glasgow, Scotland. For many years he worked for Mr. 
Dimmock, a member of one of Alton’s oldest families. He was | 
greatly devoted to Elijah P. Lovejoy. 

William Johnstone, better known in later years as “Pappy” 
‘Johnstone, dug the grave and stained the box with a liquid made 
from the juice of poke berries. 

- In this act of humble devotion, we can readily see how | 
keenly this little grcup, so recently organized, felt the loss of their ! 
Christian friend and champion, who on that November night was | 
so brutally struck down by a mob. 

Many years later, he had charge of the removal of the body 
to the spot where the remains now rest. 


BAUER & HOEHN 
FUNERAL HOME 


CONGRATULATIONS * 
P| 
\ 


RE!NINGER DYING AND CLEANING COMPANY 


Cash and Carry or Delivery Service | 
Phone 2082 oan Ts 


Congratulations on your One Hundredth Birthday 
MOOK BROTHERS, 
317 Belle Street 


GREETINGS FROM 
ALTON EVENING TELEGRAPH 


Best Wishes for the future 


Joel Russell, Undertaker 


Phone 1295 Alton, [line 


ALTON’S FIRST COLORED SCHOOLS 


In 1837, this small group of colored people succeeded in 
their desire to have a church and a place to worship. They were 
then confronted with the problem of finding a way to educate their 


children. 


Mr. Daniel D. Ryrie helped them to solve this problem, by 
opening a mission school in connection with the church. He car> 
ried this on for many years. 


After the first church building wes erected in 1854, the 
school was opened in the basement of the church. In 1859 the 
School Board employed the teachers. The records of the School 

‘Brard show that the first teach.r employed was a Mr. Rush, in 
1859. Mr. R. J. Robinson taught from 1863 to 1867. Mr. J. H, 
Magee from 1868 through 1869. Mr. Robert A. Haight in 1870 
and 1872. You will note here that Mr. Haight, then a young man, 
taught here before he finished his education. He afterwards became 
Superintendent of the Alton City Schools and served in that capac- 
ity for about forty years. He was succeeded in the colored school 


by Mrs. F. C. Eddy in 1873. 


The colored children were admitted into the Public Schools 
after 1873. This ended the colored schocls in the basement of the 
church, and in the city until 1897, when the Douglass and Lovejoy 
schools were built, two rooms each, and four teachers. 


The colored children now occupy three buildings, comprising 
fifteen rooms, and sixteen teachers in the grades and Junior High 
School. The Alton Community High School accommodates all the 
children in the community district. 


The Union Baptist Church of today, as in the past, is inter- 
ested in the improvement and advancement of her people. 


GREETINGS 


REMEMBER——GET IT AT 


IN ALTON. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


ALTON LIGHT & POWER COMPANY 


Alton’s Most Beautiful Jewelry Store 


Compliments of 


_. GREETINGS 
RICHARD L. HUDSON AND” 
“TAKE IT TO HUDDY” BEST 
WISHES 
JEWELER OPTOMETRIST FROM 
Charge Accounte Invited. A FRIEND 


ese re ee aera ee Oe 
SECOND CHAPTER OF FIRST PERIOD 


1859--1890 


During the early part of this period the Church increased in 
r.embership. They had recently moved into their new building, 
which had a seating capacity of one hundred and fifty. 


In the basement of the church was their baptismal pool. This 
pool was not consiructed like the modern pools of today. An exca- 
vation of about four feet in depth, five feet in width and nine feet 
in length was made in the basement of the Church. It was cement- 
ed very much like the old cisterns. 


For baptismal occasions, water was brcught from the river 
in barrels to fill the pool. Since they had no sewer connections, it 
was necessary that the water be carried away in pails, 


The excavation was covered when not in use by_a platform, 
which was used by the teacher during the time the basement served 
as a colored school. But, at the solemn baptismal services, the old 
fathers and mothers stood around the pool with hearts filled with 
love and gratitude, singing, ‘‘Carry me to the Water to be Baptis- 

ed.”’ 


Membership increased, until 1876 when it reached one hun- 
dred-thirty-nine. Note here the Church letter sent to the Wood River 
Baptist Association in 1876 says: “This year has not been signalized 
with anything unusual, but we have endeavored to hold on our way, 
contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. We 
have enjoyed some precious seasons of the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, and five precious souls have professed faith in Christ. A 
good degree of peace and harmony prevails among us, though we 
have not been altogether free from the workings of Satan. We 
have repaired our house of worship during the year, and still have 
the faithful labors of our pastor, Elder J. P. Johnson. Brothers 
pray fer us.’ ’ Andrew Jackson, Church Clerk 


The Church clerk here mentioned was the father of Mr. Le- 


roy Jackson, an old member of the church. 


The ministers who served during the period from 1859 to 
1890 were Rev. J. H. Magee, Rev. J P Johnson, Rev R T, Robin- 
son, Rev. Clark, Rev. Pierman, Rev. Turner, Rev. Dorch, Rev. 


Moore, Rev. West, Rev. Jameson and Rev. Ratliff, 
11 
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It was while Rev. Dorch was pastor in 1890 that the first 
church was dismantled, and the second story of the building was 
moved across the street to the northwest corner of Seventh and 
George, to be used as a place of worship while a new church build- 


ing was being erected on the site from which it had been moved, . 


A foundation for the new building was completed; then difficulties 
arose, due to lack of finance, and the church on that site was never 
built.. While this was a sad blow to the members of the congrega- 
tion at that time, as we look back now and compare the site with 
our present locaticn, we are reminded of the words‘‘All things work 
together for good, to those who love Him.” 


Thus ends a sketch of the first fifty years of the Union Baptist 
Church, which is the oldest cclcred Baptist Church in the State of 
Illinois, and the mother of ihe Wood River Baptist Ascoc’at'on, 
which will celebrzt2 its ore hundredth ann versary in 1939, with the 


xo h-r church of this city. ‘ 
ida ST te Ee NE tel ko 


Rev. John Livingston, father of the Colored Baptists in the 
State of Illinois, Moderator of its organization, and the first pastor 
of the Union Baptist Church. He was the founder of ‘the Wood 
River Baptist Association, in 1839. Died in 1876. 


See Ue ae Gi a OE Sl UT) hk A i i=. 


ALDERMAN H. E. WINKLER 


BEST WISHES 
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Sketch of the Organization of the Wood River 
Baptist Association 


Wood River Baptist Association was organized April 27, 
1839 in the house of Samuel Vinson, by messengers from the fol- 
lowing churches: Union Baptist Church of Alton, Illinois; Mt. Zion 
Church of Ridge Prairie, Illinois and Salem Baptist Church of Ogle 
Creek, Illnois. The first meeting was held in the Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church of Ridge Prairie, Madison County, Illinois,, on Friday, Sep- 
tember 13, 1839. Elder John Livingston was elected first modera- 


tor. 


Wood River Baptist Association of Illinois is the first dis- 

trict association organized and controlled by colored Baptist in 

the United States of America, except Providence Missionary Bap- 

tist District Association of the State of Ohio, which is said to have 

been organized in 1835. At the time Wood River Association was 

organized all of the State of Illinois was included in the tetrritory 
of the Wood River Association. 


At the time of the organization, Rev. John Livingston, who 
was its first moderator, was also the pastor of Union Baptist Church. 


Compliments of Greetings from 


W. KITZMILLER 


JOHN SNYDER CO. 


GROCERIES 


NOTTOLI BROS. DONNIE GREEN 


MARKET RESTAURANT 
915 Highland First Class Service 
hone 3639 Alton: 706 Belle Street 
LOU'S SERVICE 
McFETRIDGE STATION 
GROCERY Central and Royal 


KRUG FLORAL CO. 


Established in 1858 Goneratnlations iid 


best wishes 


George Savage for the 
CIGARS — BILLIARDS 
217 Piasa Street future. 
| 
N. E. MARY SAUNDER’S 
UPHOLSTERER Drug Store 


I WILLARD’S 
eae Be NEEL Special System 
. SHINE PARLOR HAIRDRESSING 


1131 Pearl St. 


George E. Sewell CITIZEN'S 


ilderman Sixtl Ward ~ | Coach Company 
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830 Alby Phone 1567| Broadway and Market 


GREENWOOD |” 


Market 
1001 Brown St. 


Phone 455 


J. Bilderbeck & Co. 
1320 Pearl Street 


-|Member of U. B. See 


Stores. 
Phone 2390 


FAULSTICH'S 


Cigar Store 
and 


BILLIARD PARLOR 


EAST END 
Supply Company 


WALT WITTMAN 
St. Clair Service Station 


Broadway & Cherry 


cA Ee ns inet 


SEWELL 


Service Station. 
941 College Avenue 
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GREETINGS FROM 


RYRIE GROCERY CO. 


First Church, Erected in 1854 


GREETINGS FROM 


GOLDMAN BROTHERS 


Highland and Elliott 


Friendly Service to all. 
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Greetings from 


Compliments of DR. GEORGE L. SAMUELS 
Robinson’s Beauty Parlor 406 Belle Street 


415 Commercial Building 


Office Phone 1934 Res. 2797 


Rey. E. D. Little, Pastor, and wife. 


pe Ee ee ree Ag 
ALTON, ILL, 


LAUNDERERS—DRY CLEANERS 
RUG CLEANERS 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
SINGLETON’S BARBER SHOP sit 
706 Belle Street 


GREETINGS FROM 
THE BOY’S SHOE SHOP 
Shoes Repaired Right 704 Belle Street 
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Sketch of the Life of John Richard Anderson 


John Richard Anderson was born at Shawneetown, Illinois, 
in 1818. His mother, Cleo Anderson, was brought from Virginia 
by the Bates family. She was owned by Miss Sallie Bates. At first 
they settled in St. Louis county. With aching heart, Cleo had left 
her husband in Virginia. She never saw him again, although twen- 
ty-seven years later he came west. But, herein lay some of the 
tragedy and iniquity of slavery. 


The boy, John, was set free on acccunt of his weak physi- 
cal condition, though he grew into a rugged, physical manhood, 
weighing at death two hundred and tweniy pounds. He received 
his schooling on the “‘curbstone’”’ that is, he had a blue back spelling 
book, and friendly white boys and girl:, also his playmates, taught 
him, and answered his questions. Among those playmates was 
Nathan Cole, who later became Mayor of St. Louis. The passion 
for knowledge and the purpose to be something in life, flamed in 
his breast, although at the start, a s'ave, his soul was free. 


He earned money as a news bcy and learned to set type in 
the same shop, with the Knapp Brothers, John and Charles, who 
later became the owners and publishers of the St. Louis Republic. 
Le became a printer, or type-sctter,, in the office of Elijah P. Love- 
joy, at Alton, Illinois, and was in Mr. Lovejoy’s employ when the 
warehouse was stormed and the new printing press of the Alton Ob- 
server was broken to pieces by ihe mob and cast into the Micsissippi 
River, on that same memorable November 7, 1837, when Mr. Love- 
joy was slain. Anderson, a young man of about twenty years, was 
indignant, grief stricken, though of necessity a silent observer of that 
terrible, but historical tragedy. Anderson’s remarkable contacts as 
a young man did much to make him the noteworthy man he became. 


It was while in Alton that he met and married Miss Nancy 
Barton. He was ordained to preach the gospel in the Union Baptist 
Church. And later he returned to St. Louis with his bride. 
He did not follow his trade of typesetting, but commenced the busi- 
ness of whitewashing, in partnership with another young preacher 
by the name of Richard Sneethen, who afterwards become the pas- - 
tor of the Second Colcred Baptist Church, (now Central) and re- 
mained pastor one year; the young minister, Anderson, succeeding 
him as pastor, which post he held for sixteen years. 


Rev. Anderson did ‘not depend upon what his people could pay 
him—they were all poor. More than half cf them were slaves. 
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They could meet only by the tolerance of the masters and the au- 
thorities. A pass had to be in one’s possession at all times. Night 
services were held no later than nine o'clock. Like most of the early 
preachers they loved to preach for the Gospel’s sake. They were 
convinced that theirs was a divine call. It was not only a living 
they were after, but to get men and women to Jesus Christ. So 
Anderson earned his living in another direction. 


Rev. Anderson was a big brother to his people. He often 
advanced money to keep them from being sold South, and in many 
instancs they never paid him back, but ran away to Canada or some 
free State. Two of his faithful deacons he bought from the slave 
pen when abcut to be sold South, and set them free, 


: They were 
Henry Lee and Merriman Ramsey. 


After quite sixteen years of the most telling service for his 
people, he died suddenly in the month of May, 1863, from poison 
by the mistake of a druggist, who gave him the Ses eee 
instead of the tincture of a leaf. As an evidence of his. place in 
the hearts of all of the people, white and colored, his was the largest 
funeral ever held in St. Louis, excepting that of Thomas A Benton. 
The sermon was preached by Dr. Galucha Anderson, (white) the 
pastor of the Second Baptist Church, a staunch friend of the dead 
pastor. 


His contacts with the leading white 
elevating. He could never lose the influen 
itual ideals of the liberty-loving first marty 


sitizens were many and 
ce upon him of the spir- 
r of freedom—Lovejoy. 


MUNTZINGER’S 


GREENFIELD’S Inc. 
JEWELER & WATCHMAKER ne 


309 Belle Street 


Repair Service our Specialty 


, Clocks, Jewelry, Eye- Men's Clothing and Shoes 
Dee apenas Musical Young Men s Furnishings, Hats 
Instruments. and White Shoes for Ladies, Men 


and Child 
604 E. Broadway, ALTON ildren 


2 ee ee 
HILDEBRAND FLORAL SHOP 

“Fashions in Flowers’ GREETINGS FROM 
229 E. Broadway Phone 450 


H. K. JOHNSTON 


Flowers for all Occahions 


HARDWARE COMPANY 


Dorothy Huskinson Hildebrand. 
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The Lovejoy Monument Erected in Alton City Cemetery 


GREETINGS FROM 


EAVIDGE SERVICE STATION 


SHELL PRODUCTS 


1813 Central Avenue Alton, Illinois 
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FREEDOMS FIRST MARTYR..- 


We refer here to the death of Elijah Parish Lovejoy in this 
historical sketch of our Church, because John R. Anderson, the 
clerk at the organization of the Church, was Aprinter in the office 
of Mr. Lovejoy. 


No doubt the inspiration he recei 
put into words the Christian thoughts of this great man, had much 


to do with the creating in the heart of young Anderson, the spirit 
of Christ, which made him so useful in later life. 


ved as he set the type to 


One hundred years ago on November 7, 1837, the tragic 
death of Lovejoy not only dampened the spirit of this sma!l group 
of colored people in Alton, but it checked the growth of Alton and 


left. a stigma from which it tock years to recover, 


It was after the lynching of Francis J. McIntoch, on April 
28, 1836, that Lovejoy bitterly denounced the lynching, and espec- 
ially the charge of Judge Lawless to the jury which acquitted and 
justified the mob. 


After this, Lovejoy, with all his force as a true Christian 
minister of the gospel, denounced slavery, the Principles of which 
were contrary to the teachings of Christ. His firm stand brought 
strong opposition from the defenders of slavery. He was forced 
to leave Missouri and seek protection in a free State. But even 
there, he was not safe from the forces which desired to take from 
him the right guaranteed to all American citizens—the freedom 
of speech and the freedom of the press, Standing in defense of 
that right, he become the first martyr of human freedom. 


All good and great men have an immortality on earth that 
death cannot touch, nor time erase. Throughout this long period 
of time, ia grateful people in whose behalf he stood and fell, have 
never forgotten to pay homage to his memory, j 


SUNNY SERVICE STATIONS 


Broadway and Main Streets 
Fourth and Ridge 
East Alton, St. Louis Read 


College and Central 
State and Belle 
Edwardsville, South Buchanan 


SUPER SUN GASOLINE 


Alton’s only Locally Owned Independently Operated Gasoline 
Distributor 


General Office 201 West Third Street Earl W, Manns, Owner 


GREETINGS FROM 


REILLEY BROTHERS 


CHEVROLET SALES AND SERVICE 


Phones 972-973 912-14-16-18 E. Broadway 


soa igs J reer toe Bh ORL la eseiay at al 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
THE PURITY BREAD COMPANY 


Makers of Cream Crust Bread 


AAS tes Ak = a a 
NIZA NIZ ole (Vain Van Va 


Greetings from Compliments of 


GILBERT SMITH HORN & HORN, Inc. 


PLUMBING AND HEATING FOOD STORES 


Phone 2548-M Alton, Illinois 


1 SAAS! SAS SS 
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ROCK POOL PHARMACY 


Compliments of | 


Rexall Store 
WOOLWORTH 
2526 Colleg Avenue 


5c and 10c Store 
Phone 2044 Alton, Illinois 


Tae MIP LAM th la kasha ee 
COMPLIMENTS OF 
W. F. GRANT & CO. 
205 West Third Street 


TR eee en | a an en 
COMPLIMENTS OF 


W. C. CLARK & CO. 
EXCLUSIVE RUG AND DRAPERY STORE 


9419 Belle Street Alton, Illinois 
Ti Mi. Gp ALMA ATA UGS. OME 


SWAIN SERVICE STATION 
F. C. SWAIN, Proprietor 


2600 Amelia Street Alton, Illinois 
Bano a i hh RT iP Sails T= 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


LAMPERT BOTTLING WORKS 
TMC TL cL ane La ee 
Chas. E. Ross, Hardware and Feed 


2520 College ' Alton, Illinois Phone 104] 
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SECOND PERIOD 
From 1890 to 1987 


During this period the Church experienced many trials, and 
was confronted with many discouraging problems. They had dis- 
mantled their old church under the leadership of Rev. Dorch, with 
g a new building on the old site, but owing to the 
lack of finance, that hope was never realized. Still, they never lost 
faith and courage. The ministers who occupied the pulpit from 
1890 to 1897 served the church faithfully, but could not overcome 
the financial difficulties that confronted the church. 


hope of erectin 


They were ferced to sell the lot from which they had moved 
their church, and the lot on which the church now stands, was a pond 
and required filling before a bui'ding could be erected. 


Much credit in putting the lot in condition belongs to Mr. 
Edmond Beall, a friend of the Church, and a public spirited man, 
who served the c:ty as Mayor, as wel! as the State as Senator. Much 
praise is due Deacon George Brown, a faithful member of the church, 
who, with his team, hauled many loads of earth without pay. 


In 1898 Rev. J. H. Berton was called from the Baptist 
Church in Bloomingtcn, to take charge. With divine inspiration and 
with faith, courage and confidence in God, he soon revived the 
membership, and_ shortly afterwards removed the old building 
from the corner of Seventh and George to the rear of the lot, 
where the parsonage now stands. In 1900 he had the foundation 
and the basement for the new church completed, and the congre- 
gation worshiped in the basement until 1902, when the auditorium 
was completed and dedicated on the first Sunday in May. Rev. 
D. D. McDaniels preached the dedicatcrial sermon. 


The cost of the church was about $8000. Rev. Barton was 
able to reduce this debt to $1800. He had made plans for a final 
drive to clear the church of its indebtedness, when he was sudden- 
ly stricken early in January, 1907. He died January 18, 1907. 


The Church stands as a monument to his untiring efforts 
and devoted service to his calling as a minister of the gospel. 


The Church keenly felt the loss of the leadership of Rev. 
Barton. Realizing the Church was still in debt, and the memory 
of their experiences fresh in their minds, they moved cautiously in 
selecting a successor to Rev. Barton. 
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After some months they called Rev. C. G. Mason from 
Monmouth, Illinois. Rev. Mason served the Church as pastor for 
eleven years. During his stay the membership was further increas- 
ed and a pipe organ and balcony were added to the church. While 
‘pastor of the church, he was married to Miss Julia Green. 


Rev.Mason resigned to take a seat in a Baptist College in 
Jackson, Mississippi. At the time of his death, January 19, 1937, 
he was pastor of the Baptist Church in Quincy, lllinois. 


He was succeded in Alton by Rev. Hawkins, of Chicago, 
Illinois, in Decemker, 1918. During Rev. Hawkins’ period of 
service, the mortgage of the church wes burned and a parsonage 
erected. 


Rev. Scott, Rev. Fitts and Rev. Cole, of St. Louis supplied 
the pulpit until 1923, when Rev. E. Green was called as pastor. 
He served the Church for eight years. 


Rev. Patrick, of St. Louis, supplied the pulpit as acting pas- 
tor for about one year. j 


Brother Charles T. Parker of the Baptist Church (white) 
served us for many months, during the Church's most trying ne 
in the history of one hundred years. By the advice and council 
of Rev. Patrick and Brother Parker, the Church emerged from the 
struggle with courage and faith in the knowledge that right will 
prevail. We round out our one hundred years of service with 
praise and thanksgiving to Him who said: “Upon this reck | build 
my Church.” 


We live not in the past, but when we review it, we find many 
noble traits of character, untiring devotion and unselfish service, 
that should ‘be to us an inspiration and guiding influence as we 
move into the future. Realizing the struggles, the hardships and 
sacrifices made by our fore-parents, we should be better fitted to 
render a more uceful service to the Church and the community. 


CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES 


C. N. STREEPER & SON 


FUNERAL HOME 


Relatives of deceased pastors who are working to make this 
Centennial a success. 


The Johnson family, at Wood’s Station, is related to Rev. 
J. P. Johnson, who served from 1873 to 1879. 

Miss H. I. Robinson, now director of the Choir, and Mrs. 
H. B. Coates, whose father, Rev. R. F. Robinson, served from 1879 
to 1884. 

Mrs. Agatha Jackson, whose father, Rev. J. H. Barton, 
built the present church. 

Mrs. Julia Green Mason, wife of Rev. G. C. Mason, who 


served the Church eleven years. 


RED “WHITE 


kk Kk kK 
LABORATORY TESTED AND 
APPROVED: FOODS: 
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GINTER-WARDEIN CO. 
LUMBER AND MiLt WORK 


Front and Langdon Streets 
Telephone 59 


Alton, Z Illinois 


Compliments of 


HASKELLS 


Women’s Smart Apparel 
112 W. Third St. ALTON 
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MORRISSEY BROTHERS 


“Alton’s Headquarters for 
Quality Footwear.’ 


114-116 West Third Street 


’ 


Alton, Illinois 
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ASTER 


Compliments of 


Walnut Grove Dairy 


D. 
| 


Sessels 


THE MEN’ BEST STORE ALTON 


REV. JOHN BARTON — . 

Born in Pontatoe, Mississippi, July 20, 1853. Came to []]ji- 
nois in 1861 and was called to preach in 1878. Was ordained in 
1882. After being a State Missionary for five years, was called to 
take charge of the church at Bloomington, Illinois. Held charge 
at that place for ten years, and in]898 was called to the pastorate 
at Alton, Illinois. Died January 18, 1907 in Alton, Illinois. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


HHOERERT BROS. 


PLYMOUTH—DODGE—TRUCKS 


A good place to trade 
827 East Broadway ALTON, ILLINOIS 
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CHAS. T. FLACHENEKER 


Congratulations from 


Red Cross Pharmacy 
518—520 Ridge Street FRANK GIRARD 
ALTON 


Born in Paris, Missouri, in.1863 and graduated from Chicago 
University School of Divinity, receiving a degree of Doctor of Di- 
vinity. Called to Union Baptist Church ‘from Monmouth, Illinois, 
in 1907. Resigned in 1918 to become Dean of Theology in the 
Jackson College, Jackson, Miss. Was called to the First Baptist 
Church in Quincy, Illinois in 1929, where he remained until his 
death, January 18, 1937.. He served as Moderator of the Wood 
River Baptist Association and was corresponding secretary at the 
time of his death. 


KF. M. AMBERG 
GROCERIES, VEGETABLES AND FRESH MEATS 


Phone 2183 We deliver 1819 Central 


COMPLIMENTS. OF 

THE WHISTLE BOTTLING WORKS 
F. A. EHARDT | 
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Phone 2506 723 East Fifth Street 


723 EAST FIFTH ST. 


J. V. KINZEL, Proprietor 


Member Florist Telegraph Delivery Association 
ALTON, ILLINOIS 


Mission Circle Seated; Sewing Circle Standing. 


GREETINGS FROM 
Stobbs Tire and Sales Co. 


435 East Broadway 
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| 
DRINK ORANGE CRUSH, p 
GREETINGS FROM MANDALAY PUNCH. on 
. % , ‘ ¥ 
\N. S. WHITTLES BUSTER BOTTLING WORKS 
: 
aR f -—— RE Phone 3140 id 
FATE Geer ar ins - iia , 
a 
i 
Al 
BOARD OF DEACONS AND TRUSTEES | G 
Deacons Seated Trustees Standing * 
Compliments of ALLEN KEISER 
Greetings from DR. R. M. CRUZAT b; 
= I 
Congratulations from A. E. ERNST INSURANCE CO. M 
Compliments of N. F. JOY, Coal and Ice, Phone 1374—J } 
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GREETINGS FROM 
SAPOTS 


GEORGE HAIR, 
GROCERY COMPANY 


emmentan) 
Cunitce coitase | 23 24uliumbertistrest 
108 West Third Strete 


Samuel Hart and Sarah Kyles cur two oldest members 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


WILLIAM BLACK, GROCERY 
2303 Humbert Street 


Compliments of Sj . 

Ridge Stizet Super Service neere Congratulations 

SHELL PRODUCTS LOUIS BERNER 
Fifth and Ridge ALTON Henan ielyre Very Br INTL Y ben 9 ba RM i 

C 
GREETINGS FROM egy ncn 
B. & F. JOERGER OLD 
NEIGHBOR 


705 George Street 


SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS 


JUDGE Wm. P. BOYNTON 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


AMERICAN BEAUTY FLOUR 
STANARD-TILTON MILLING COMPANY 


Alton, Illinois 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


L. H. HENDERSON & SON 


704 Belle Street 
33 


Sees ees ee a. cle" We ee 


ICE AND COAL 
Phone 1374-M 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


CARTER BROS. MOTOR CO. 


YOUR FORD DEALERS DIRECT FACTORY DEALERS 
329 East Broadway Phone 272 Alton, Ill. Mr. Stewart 


Harry B. Coates, Director of Finance and author of Sketch 
{ 


Greetings to the Union Baptist Compliments of 


Church and Conse © GATELY Ss 


our friend and co-worker, 
Coates Oldest, Largest, Finest Credit 
Apparel Store. 
THE POST OFFICE FORCE 208 W. Third Alton, Illinois 
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GREETINGS FROM 


HOLLAND FURNACE COMPANY 


536 East Broadway 


ee 


W. B. GOODENOUGH, Branch Manager 


fix A 


a 
late 
ae 


A Sunday Mowhin Church Group. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


SPARKS MILLING COMPANY 
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CENTENNIAL GREETINGS 


Best Wishes from Pfeffer’s Market, 9024 Brown Street 
(Greetings and Congratulations Stork’s Cleaners 
Congratulations Geo. M. Smiley & Co. L. H. Maxfield 
Greetings - - - - Walter Donelson 
Greetings Bluff City Brewery 
Best Wishes for the next Century - Blair Agency 
Nitche’s Drug Store 639 East Broadway 
Wiching you continued Prosperity. Alton Loan and Service Co. 


CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
H. B. COATES, General Chairman. MINNIE GRANT, Secretary 


RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
H. B. Coates Mrs. Minnie Lowry 


RECEPTION COMMITTEE 
Mr. Fred Penny Miss Hazel Henderson, Mrs. Grace Stewart 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Miss H. I. Robinson, Mrs. Julia Mason, Mary Samuels 


eee 
From a Friend—Best Wishes 


a Yee Se 


Nitche’s Quality Bakery Congratulations 
Congratulations E. F. Paul, Druggist 
Louis Brandenberger, Jeweler, 215 Piasa Street 
N. E. Newell, Lawyer 217 West Third Street 


J. H. Klunk, Presley H. Coates, H. B. Coates, Jr., Mrs. Lizzie Mc- 
Cullough, Hattie M. Carter, Robert Newton Howard, Gertrude 
Johnson, Kathrine H. Floyd. 
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THE CHURCH AT WORK 


E. D. LTTLE, Pastor 


Mary Samuels, Treas. 


TRUSTEES 


Geo Samuels, Chairman 
R. L. Jones 

James Stafford 

Daniel Scott 


Loraine Williams 


MISSION CIRCLE 


Mary Lowry, President 
Pauline Clemons, Secretary 


Ella Johnson, Treas. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Annie McAllister, Supt. 
Ruby Henderson, Sec. 
Martha Riley, Treas. 


CHOIR 


Grace Stewart, President 
Hazel Henderson, Secretary 
Minnie Grant, Treas. 
Gertrude Williams, Organist 
Harriette I. Robinson, Director 


H. B. Coates, Dir.-Fin. 


R. L. Jones, Clerk 


DEACONS 


Andrew Lowry, Chairman 
L. Culton 

Pearl Poindexter 

Daniel Scott 

Frank Stewart 


SEWING CIRCLE 


Elizabeth Scott, Pres. 
Mary Samuels, Sec. 
Martha Riley, Treas. 


BY VG IPS OL 
Gertrude Williams, Pres. 


Irene Scott, Secretary 
Lulu Henderson, Treas. 


USHERS BOARD 


Willie Kimbel 
James Stafford, Jr. 


Duncan Galloway 


DEE REOR AO) 


“SAY IT WITH FLOWERS” 


Member F. T. A. Phone 1500 


CONGRATULATIONS FROM 


THE WHISTLE BOTTLING 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

Bible School 9:30 a. m. Baenie-g 0. (0:50 upsam: 
Morning Service 11.00 Sacrament Each First Sunday 
Evening Service 7:00 p.- m. Young Pecple Sunday 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
Prayer Meetireg -n--cccccceccccccccccceee 1 + ceeeeeeeneeestetneeesee Thursday Evening at 7:30 
Mission Circle -..........02:0--- Friday Afternoon at 2:00 
Sewing Circle ......02.2..--- Thursday Aftrnoon at 2:00 


Teachers Meeting .eecccccccsssccccccc 1 ¢ eeeseeceeeeeeeseceee Thursday Evening at 7:00 
Ghoir/Rehbearsalle . eee seme ere errr Friday Evening at 7:30 
Usher Board cece + Scot eat LE Monday Evening at 7:00 
Church Meetirrg o.ccccccccccccccccsscecssseenceeee First Friday Evening in the Month 
Deacons and Tructees ............- . First Thursday Evening in the Month 
Nantialéblechont sae Last Friday Evening of the Year 


Sa 


Daniel Scott, a Deacon who could not be present with the group 
Pee SEC SCO UE IE TES CORN A ESO R ES One SIPEcscat Withitheleroup ys | 


Phone 3033 610 East Broadway Alton, Illinois 


J. H. WALTERS 


Conditioned Air and Ventlating Systems 


SHEET METAL, ROOFING, HEATING, INSULATING 
Distributor for Frick Air Cenditioning Equipment 
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CENTENNIAL PROGRAM 
| Sunday, 9:30 a. m., Sunday School 


June 20—11:00 a. m. Preaching, H. B. Hawkins, Chicago 
| Dinner Served at Church. 
3:00 p. m., Greetings from the Churches of the City. 
6:30 p. m. B. Y. P. U. 
8:00 p. m. H B Hawkins 


| Monday, June 21—Centennial Banquet 


Tuesday, June 22—2:30 p. m., Mission Society Program, Mrs. 
Officer, Speaker. Mrs. Mary Lowry, Presding. 
8:00 p. m. Central Baptist Night at Union Baptist Church. 
Prof. J. Roy Terry, Choir Leader. 


Wednesday, June 23, 8:00 p. m. Centennial Birthday Celebration. 
and Inter-Racial meeting at First Baptist Church, Rev. J. M. 
Warner, Speaker. 

Music by Uganda Quartette 


Thursday, June 24, 8:00 p. m. Wood River Association night. 
Dr. Beverly, Speaker. 


Friday, June 25, 8:00 p. m. A Century's Review in Song. City 
Hall Auditorium. Directed by Harriette Robinson, assisted 
by Joel Russell. Gertrude Williams, Reader. Lucille 
Swanson, Pianist. 

Sunday, June 27, Centennial Jubilee, Rev. DeShields, Moderator, 
Wood River Baptist Association in charge. Rev. E. H. 
Borden,, of Beaumont, Texas, Speaker. 


A PRAYER. 
O Lord, the hard-won miles 
Have worn my stumbling feet; 
Oh, scothe me with thy smiles, 
And make my life complete. 


Paul Lawrence Dunbar. 


ee 


MEMBERSHIP 
William Ashley Clifford Carter 
Mary Bowles Arris Carman 
Frank Bramble Camas Cook 
Mary Bramble Clara Bell Churchill 
Louisa Brooks Pauline Clemons 
Georgia Bruce Pearl Curtis 
Anna Blodgett ’ Lenard Culton 
Mary Bibb Pressley Coates 
Joseph Cahill Mary Cahill 
Harry B. Coates, Sr. Katie Culton 
Harry B. Coates, Jr. Geneva Davis 
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MEMBERSHIP— Continued 


Cora Ballinger 
Grace Galloway 
Jeanette Gallowway 
Duncan Galloway 
Minnie Grant 
Fanny Galloway 
Jason Halloway 
Sam Hart 
Haywood Henderson 
Delen Henderson 
Hazel Henderson 
Lulu May Henderson 
Ruby Henderson 
Elizabeth Herron 
Lulu Hunter 
James Ester Jones 
Ella Johnson 
Gertrude Johnson 
Agatha Jackson 
Nathienal Joy 
Cora Joy 

Archie Jones 
Robert L. Jones 
Maggie Kelly 
Effie Kennedy 
Zoe Knight 
Minnie Knight 
Charles Kimble 
Ollie Kimble 
Willie Kimble 
Ethel Kimble 
Ethel Howard 
Sarah Kyles 
Andrew Lowry 
Viola Lowry 
Mamie Lowry 
Helen Lowry 
Viola Lewis 
Marian Mann 
James M. Mann 
Mattie Mayo 
William McAllister 
Anna McAllister 
Nellie Miller 
Maydell Nance 
Hollis North 


Helen North 

Robert Otey 

Arthur Poindexter 
Fred Penny 

Ciyde Phillips 

C. C. Poindexter 
Pearlie Poindexter 
Sibble Penny 

Martha Riley 
Harriette Robinson 
James B. Stafford, Sr. 
James B. Stafford, Jr. 
Edward Singleton 
Daniel Scott 

Hosea Scott 

Elizabeth Scott 

Irene Scott 

Lucie Scott 

Bernice Scott 

Clara Scott 

Mary Sawyer 

Addie Stewart 

Pearl Singleton 

Lucy Steward 

Mary A. Samuels 
George L. Samuels, Sr. 
George L. Samuels, Jr. 
Frank Stewart 

Grace Stewart 

Cleota Stewart 

Addie Stewart 

Mary J. Stafford 
Edna Thacker 

Julius Wallace 

Hassie Wallace 

Louis Washington 
Gertrude Williams 
Lorine Williams 

Viola Wilson 

Addie Williams 
Priscilla Williams 
Gladys Jones 

William Ashton 
Lizzie McCullough 
Lillie May Henderson 
Lulu Henderson 


COMPLIMENTS AND BEST WISHES 


OF A FRIEND 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 
: J. F. MILLER SHOE REPAIRING COMPANY 
314 Piasa Street 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


THRIFTY CUT RATE DRUG COMPANY 
- Tene StoeeeT tality | Service 
328 Belle Street 2523 College Avenue 
| 
CONGRATULATIONS—— 


: Se BREAE 
VELVET ICE CREAM 


BREAD, ICE CREAM, ROLLS, BUNS, COFFEE CAKE. 
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